
West Lansing Homeowners Association

Minutes
10 May 2011

In attendance:  Mike Capotosto, , James Beeksma, Kevin Beattie, Wendy Wright, Dimos Zarkadas, 
Absent: Cathy Cronin, Kathy Leeder, Lando Sisti

Recorder:  Kevin Beattie

Bring Forwards - Review
1. Membership List – Cathy will provide Wendy with an updated membership list.

· Karen maintaining.  Cathy to coordinate transition.
2. Crime Prevention – Lando to approach a neighbour about taking on the role of crime prevention liaison.
· Absent for update.  Kevin to follow.
3. FoNTRA – Kevin will follow up with issues relating to CofA reform, OMB reform and ward size.

· Updates to follow May 17 FoNTRA general meeting
4. Boundary and Associate membership changes should be voted on at the AGM in September – Kevin

· noted
5. Website
· See below
6. Updating – All Board members assigned a section of the website should ensure that they update their material within the next 2 weeks.

· Not done. Kevin following for updates
7. Promotion – Kevin will draft an email to the membership promoting the website.  Using Kevin’s email as a template, Wendy will share this information with the MINOE groups.

· Announcement to follow content.  Target May 17.
8. Ravine Clean Up – Mike
· Like the Nov/10 deadline, the May 11 deadline will no doubt be missed too.   Mike to follow up with City By-Law enforcement.
9. Letter to Mayor regarding the other West Lansing group – Kevin

· Details receive in May 5 meeting with Filion. Letter to go out by May 13

Bring Forwards for June 14/11
1. Membership list admin transition – Cathy
2. Crime Prevention liaison candidate – Lando

3. FoNTRA updates – Kevin

4. Website redesign announcement – Kevin & Wendy (MINOE)
5. Bogert ravine cleanup – Mike

6. Letter to Mayor re:”Sheppard Avenue West Lansing Rater Payers Association”

7. Volunteer request for Canada Day Picnic – Mike to draft, Kevin to email

8. Standing letter to NY Planning Dept re CofA variances – Kevin to send once addressee(s) received  from Councillor Filion
ADMINISTRATION
1. April/11 minutes were approved.
2. No significant changes in membership or financial positions. 
UPDATES
1. Development

1 Botham 
3rd revision of site plan application expected in March is still expected shortly(?) as per monthly project updates from the TCDSB.  Dan Amodio forwarded the link below which has up to date plans and related information. This was added to WLHA’s website.  http://www.tcdsb.org/facilities%20issues/Capital%20Projects/Botham/botham.htm
258 Sheppard W (formerly Lansing Retirement residence) 
Councilor Filion is still trying to schedule a meeting with area stakeholders and NY planners to discuss Sheppard West in advance of the community consultation for this application, also still unscheduled but expected within the next few weeks. 
2. Traffic / Parking
A complaint addressed to Mayor Ford and Councillor Filion regarding parking problems on Gwendolen Cres from park use (mainly tennis) was redirected to Kevin by the councilor.   Ongoing efforts of the GPTC to educate members on driveway obstruction parking regulations where explained to the complainant who  agreed to see how things go as the season gets going.  Paving a parking area inside the park is not an attractive solution.  Prohibiting parking on one side of Gwendolen Cres might be an option if necessary.  Kevin will monitor.    
3. Education 
Kevin attended one of Trustee Rutka’s meetings regarding budget concerns. All trustees are trying to raise awareness within their respective wards regarding significant deficiencies in the provincial funding formula, as they struggle (again) to prepare a balanced budget.  The premise of using provincial wide averages fails to recognize Toronto’s special needs with a disproportionate number of special needs students (immigrants, low income etc) and unique facilities issues (eg swimming pools).  Needs of our ward’s increasing enrolment aren’t being met because the TDSB overall enrolment is in decline.  The trustee’s city wide effort to raise grass roots awareness is presumably because of the provincial election this fall. 
4. Crime Prevention
No update.
5. Beautification 
Kevin reviewed outstanding requests in a May 5 meeting with Councillor Filion.  Drawings for the ravine entrance enhancement  in Gwendolen Park were consistent with expectations from prior discussions so were approved. Similar enhancements for Walker Rd and Franklin ravine entrances will not be done.   Drawings for the Franklin-Walker pathway enhancements are still pending.  The Walker Rd ravine cliff lookout idea may be back on the table. Updating Franklin Park playground equipment was also requested (again) for consideration.    
Kevin called 3-1-1 regarding mature trees recently cut down on Gwendolen Ave (recently completed home) & Cres (under construction).  Both had permits.  Checking is quick and easy so neighbours should be encouraged to do so when in doubt.  Vigilance is required to discourage builders from ignore tree related bylaws. 

6. FoNTRA 
Minutes were not provided for FoNTRA’s April general meeting so Kevin will attend the May 17 meeting  and forward any noteworthy updates.
DISCUSSION TOPICS

1. Cameron Spring Fair
Cathy is coordinating WLHA’s participation and has volunteers lined up to staff our table
2. Community Clean Up

Turnout for Wil Tranter’s spring clean up was a disappoint 6 people.  Ideas are needed to reinvigorate this effort.  No summer cleanup is planned but we’d like a volunteer to coordinate a September cleanup.  Directors are asked to look for candidates.

Mike suggested the odds of Bogert Apartments meeting their 2nd deadline for cleaning up litter dumped in adjacent ravine are highly unlikely.  They missed a November/10 deadline are recommitted for May 11/11 but there’s been no evidence of any cleanup work.  Mike will follow up City Bylaw Enforcement staff for action. 

3. Standing Letter to NY Planning Dept 
Councilor Filion shares our concerns regarding the number of variance requests and the C of A’s recent track record of leniency.    Unfortunately effective defense of established bylaws requires consistent vigilance.  To this end WLHA has formally registered with the City and requested notification of all C of A appeals (previously minuted), however Councillor Filion also suggested we write a standing letter regarding our objection to those recurring variance requests with which we have the most concern, namely lot severance, side yards, and lot coverage.  Kevin motioned for approval to write such a letter, subject to board renewal following each annual general meeting.  Approved.   Councillor Filion’s office is to forward the name and contact information for the appropriate recipient within the NY Planning Department. 
4. Canada Day Picnic

Mike is looking for volunteers for the various activities related to the annual picnic and agreed to draft an email for Kevin to forward to the membership.  Mike motioned for approval of a $700 event budget, similar to previous years, and it includes a $150 contingency allowance.  Approved. This contingency has not been needed in past years but printing of promotional materials may need to be done differently this year.   

Meeting ended at 8:50 pm.

